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WHEAT TO BREAD CASE STUDY WORKSHOP – FRANCE IDDRI, PARIS, 13/11/18

STAKEHOLDER ATTENDEES
·Bardaine Clémence (Doctorante, AgroParisTech)
·Deseine Olivier (Moulins de Brasseuil)
·Guérin Camille (PNR du gâtinais Français)
·HERBLOT Marie-Christine (CERVIA)
·Jullien Martine (AGPB)
·Labroue Caroline (Chambre d’agriculture d’île de France)
·Lafouasse Thomas (Agriculteur bio vice président GAB IdF)
·Lecoq Christophe (Agriculteur)
·Manterola Bertrand (DRAAF)
·Paris Ludovic (France Agrimer)
·Sambourg Alain (Agriculteur, Coordination Rurale 77)
·Thirot Louis (APCA)
The main objective of the workshop was to characterize current dynamics in the wheat sector
and value chain in the Ile de France region and identify the main issues to strengthen the
sustainability of the sector.

PROGRAMME:
·
·
·

Presentation of preliminary results by the Iddri-VALUMICS team (30 minutes)
Working groups discussion: how could individual strategies evolve
Group talk: what are the collective and institutional drivers of sustainability

MAIN OUTCOMES
Several issues specific about the sustainability of the sector were raised by participants.
Generational renewal and its impact on the evolution of practices: 40% of farm managers will
retire in 3 to 4 years, which can lead to major changes in agricultural practices. Thus, the new
generations are developing diversification workshops and the dynamics of organic farming is
accelerating in the region.
It is crucial to distinguish between non-European competition and intra-European
competition, which does not reflect the same dynamics.
The question of changing consumption patterns was also addressed. The share of food in
household spending is declining. However, a healthier diet will reduce health costs.
Within the agri-food industries, the milling and bakery sector seems to be dynamic in terms
of employment compared to other sectors, which are rather down in number. Nevertheless,
they are fragile sectors. One third of bakeries do not have a buyer. The number three of the
French millers AXCEREAL recently closed its mill in Chartres. The French flour mill also lost
90% of its export market share.
The difficulty of setting up and starting an agricultural activity without capital was
highlighted. Small projects do not release a minimum wage until after 5 to 8 years, so if they

do not have prior capital, they quickly close down. In this case, the sectors have a
responsibility to maintain producers. The maintenance of producers goes beyond
installation aid.

It was also pointed out that the problem of profitability is not necessarily due to a drop in
prices, but also to an increase in charges (+30%) associated with a sharp drop in subsidies.
Resistance to the establishment of livestock farming in peri-urban municipalities was
discussed by the participants. The dynamics of urban sprawl in Ile de France thus threaten
livestock farming activities in the urban periphery.
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